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Although author
Jennifer L. Holm was
reared in Pennsylvania, her
family’s roots are deep in
the Finnish community of
Naselle, Washington.
After graduating from a
Pennsylvania college, Ms.
Holm moved to New York
City where she was a
producer of television
commercials and music
videos. Ms. Holm’s first
book, Our Only May
Amelia, was roughly based
on her family history. Ms.
Holm was given a copy of
a family diary, and Our
Only May Amelia was
born. The book won the
2000 Newberry Honor
award. Boston Jane is part
of a planned trilogy and is
set on the shores of what is
now Willapa Bay.

NOVEL GUIDE C.2 - Boston Jane

The journey begins...

Leaf through the book and look at the chapter titles. Do
they give a hint about the conditions or the events that the story
relates? Can you figure out where the storyline leads by
reading these chapter headings?

A place of interest in the book is on the shores of
Shoalwater Bay. Before beginning the book, look at a map of
the state of Washington. Look for Willapa Bay in the
southwest corner of the state. This region was originally
known as Shoalwater Bay and it was home to many Native
American tribes, including the Chinooks.

Charting the course...

While you are reading Boston Jane, write down words in
the story that are new or unfamiliar to you. Many are old
fashioned or out of date. Others are Indian jargon. Try and
learn the meaning of the words from the context or look them
up in a dictionary. Keep a list of the Indian jargon. You will
use the words to make a puzzle.

A theme that runs through the story is Jane’s desire to be a
lady. At the center of her desire is a book on etiquette. As you
read the story, keep track of the problems that develop because
of her emphasis on this book of etiquette. Visually represent
these problems. This representation can take the form of a
bubble or flow chart.

Journey’s end...

After finishing the book, review the problems that
developed because Jane emphasized the teachings of The
Young Lady’s Confidante. Look at the bubble or flow chart
that you created while reading. Which of the problems created
by Jane’s desire to be a lady would still be considered a
problem today? Which are customs of the past? Pick three of
the problems from your list, and write a five-paragraph essay
telling why these customs would not be considered proper
etiquette today.
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Use the chart below to create a word search or crossword puzzle
of the Indian jargon that was found in the story.

In another of Jennifer
Holm’s books called The
Creek, Caleb Devlin, a
legend on Mockingbird
Lane, is a boy who
terrorized an entire town
before he was sent away.
They say he hurt kids, set
fires, and did things
grown-ups speak of only
in whispers. But all that
was before Penny and her
little brother moved here.
Now Caleb is back, older
and more dangerous than
ever, and terrible things
have started happening
again. The whole town
knows he's responsible,
but the police can't do
anything without proof.
So Penny and her friends
have no choice but to try
to stop him themselves.
Except now he is after
them. A sleepy summer is
filled with dread in this
intense and absorbing
thriller.



